




































































































































































































































































4.2 Certification of State Attorney General or Other Appropriate State 

Legal Officer 

State of Iowa 

I hereby certify: 

1. That The Iowa State Board of Public Instruction 

is qualified as a State agency in accordance with 

Section 304 of Public Law 89-10 as amended by 

Public 

2. That said agency has the authority under State law to 

submit a State plan pursuant to Section 304 of Public 

Law 89-10 as amended by Public Law 90-247; 

3. That all the provisions with respect to the use of Federal 

funds can be carried out in the State. 

4. That The State Superintendent of Public Instruction 

has been duly authorized by Iowa State Board of -----------------------------
Public Instruction in all matters pertaining thereto. 

Signed 
(date) 
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4.3 Certificate of State Attorney General or Other Appropriate State 

Legal Officer 

State of Iowa 

1. That the foregoing amendment of the State plan submitted 

pursuant to Section 304 of Public Law 89-1.0 as amended by 

Public Law 90-247 can with respect to the use of Federal 

funds be carried out in the State. 

2. That, as amended, the said State plan can, with respect to 

the use of Federal funds, be carried out in the State. 

Signed _________________________________ ____ 

(date) 
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A POLICY STATEMENT OF THE STATE BOARD OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
ON 

JOINT COUNTY SYSTEMS 
OR 

REGIONAL EDUCATION SERVICE AGENCIES 

All youth and adults of Iowa should have available to them comprehen-

si ve high quality educational opportunities at realistic levels of efficiency and 

economy. 

Two basic structural components of our state system of education need 

n1.ajor adjustment. First, local school districts must be restructured into 

units that are capable of providing a selected range of educational programs 

and services. Secondly, the middle eschelon of school government, the county 

school system, should be enlarged and strengthened to furnish educational 

programs and services that school districts now and in the future will be 

unable to provide economically or effectively. 

The State Board of Public Instruction believes that all multi- county 

regional educational service agencies in Iowa should be developed in agree-

:rnent with the following Policy Statement and Guidelines so as to encourage 

a logical, systematic and operational network of 11 J oint County Systems 11 or 

''Regional Educational Service Agencies" capable of providing comprehensive 

high quality specialized educational programs and services with efficiency 

and economy. 
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POLICY STATEMENT 

l. Since the state pattern for Area Vocational Schools or Community Colleges 

is almost complete, one or more of the same basic areas including county 

school systems or parts thereof which were divided along local school dis

trict boundary lines, as well as those contiguous county school systems or 

local school districts unattached to any vocational school or community col

lege area should provide the framework for the development of "Joint County 

Systems" under provisions of 273.22, Code of Iowa. 

2. Cooperative agreements between county boards of education for programs 

and services authorized under provisions of 273.14, Code of Iowa, shall 

not be approved to extend for a period of operation beyond July 1, 1970. 

Should mandating legislation implementing the balance of this policy 

statement not become effective on that date, the previous existing policy 

of the State Board on cooperative agreements between county boards of 

education shall continue in effect. 

3. All the area of the state should become a part of a legally constituted 

"Joint County System" by July 1, 1970. Since it appears that this will 

not be realized under provisions of current permissive legislation, the 

State Board of Public Instruction recommends that mandatory legislation 

be enacted by the 63rd General Assembly, to insure this development by 

July 1 , 1 9 7 0. 

4. The administering board for the "Joint County System'' should be a 

separate board from the administering board of the area vocational or 

community college areas. 
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GUIDELINES 

The following criteria will be used as guidelines in evaluating proposals 

for the creation of ''Joint County Systems 11 or ''Regional Education Service 

Agencies'' that come before the State Board of Public Instruction for approval 

consideration. Approval will be granted to only those proposals which meet 

all guidelines which are applicable. 

1. All 11Joint County Systems", as provided for in Section 273.22, Code of 

Iowa, shall be created within the boundary of one or more existing Area 

Vocational Schools or Community Colleges. 

2. Not more than one 11 Regional Education Service Agency 11 unit will be 

approved within the boundary of any existing Area Vocational School 

or Comrnunity College. 

3. A 11 Regional Education Service Agency" may be forj.ned by a combination 

of contiguous county school systems and local districts not presently 

assigned to an Area Vocational School or Community College providing 

all guidelines can be met. 

4. In instances where a combination of unassign-ed county school systems 

or school districts fail to meet all guidelines herein specified they 

should be attached to a presently organized contiguous Area Vocational 

School or Community College area. 

5. An optimurr~of 30,000 students, pre-school through grade 12, shall be 

enrolled in the public school!-) of the area. 

6. An optimum assessed valuation of $300, 000, 000 shall be available in 

the area. 


